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6B Language Arts
Mrs. Haeberle (hay-bur-lee)- kathleen.haeberle@chardonschools.org; Twitter @KHaeberle

Miss Weaver (intervention specialist 1st period)- amanda.weaver@chardonschools.org 
Team Website: http://cmsteam6b.weebly.com/
Course objectives: 
· To  guide students in becoming skilled and passionate readers and writers
· To help students develop the 4 Cs of 21st century learning: communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity
· To help students gain the knowledge and skills they need for future success in college and/or career
Materials: 
· Assignment book
· Folder to be kept in team binder/Trapper just for language arts
· Independent reading book (always have a new book ready to go when you are close to finishing your current book)
· Pens (blue, black and red), pencils, highlighters, Post-Its, loose leaf paper
· To keep in the classroom- 1” binder with 5 dividers, page protectors, a composition book
Reading/Writing Workshop:
· Student choice of independent reading books with teacher approval.  NOTE TO PARENTS:  What may be appropriate for one child may not be for another.  Please talk to your child about his/her choice of books.   Our school library and classroom library have many genres of books at various levels covering many topics.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns in this regard. 
· It is imperative that the student has his/her chosen independent reading book(s) EVERY day.
· Read 30 minutes 4 out of 5 nights per week (even more if possible!)
· Writing – we will be writing informally almost every day in class and often in response to what we have read.  Long term, formal, writing assignments will be started and worked on in class.
· “Read like a detective and write like an investigative reporter” – in preparation for the demands of the Common Core standards, we will be reading a variety of more rigorous texts and will focus on how authors support their points with evidence and reasoning.  Additionally, students will learn to write and speak with more clarity and coherence. 
· If you have middle school level books at home that you are no longer using, please consider donating them to our classroom library.
Grading:  Grades are weighted in the following categories:
· 20% : Formative Assessment – provides feedback and information during the instructional process (in-class practice, quizzes, homework, center work, journals, observations, questioning)
· 80%:  Summative Assessment – used to determine if the student has met the learning targets (tests, quests, essays, common assessments, projects, responses to literature)
· You will have access to your child’s grades online.  I will do my best to keep my online gradebook up-to-date, but there may be delays, so please check back regularly.
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Any student caught cheating will receive a zero on the assignment and may face additional consequences.
Plagiarism is a very serious offense and will be explained and discussed thoroughly with the students.  The first instance of plagiarism will result in the student redoing the assignment for partial credit and an office referral.  Additional instances of plagiarism will result in a referral directly to the assistant principal for disciplinary action (see student handbook for more information).
Homework/ Late Work/Absences:
· Attendance and participation are essential for a successful year.
· Homework is posted on Mrs. Haeberle’s web site (accessible through the Chardon Schools/ CMS web site) and on the homework board by the classroom door.
· If you are absent it is your responsibility to obtain and make up your missing work in the allotted amount of time (one day for each day absent).  Please check Mrs. Haeberle’s web site to see what you missed and pick up any handouts from the absent work file folders.
· Tests and quizzes will be made up during class, or, if necessary, during part of a lunch period or after school.
· All assignments are expected to be handed in on time.  Make-up assignments will not be accepted during the last week of the quarter (unless they follow the policy for absent work).
· Extra Credit:  Extra credit assignments can distort a student’s grade, do not provide evidence of learning, and will not be offered.  
Behavior: 
· Appropriate behavior and language are expected at all times.  
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Appropriate behavior and good choices will be acknowledged and rewarded.  Inappropriate behavior and poor choices will result in consequences in line with classroom/team/school discipline plans.
· NO GUM/CANDY/MINTS!
Chromebooks:  A Chromebook is an educational tool and should not be used during class time to play games.  Students who use the Chromebook as a toy rather than a tool will lose the privilege of using the Chromebook in class and may face additional consequences.  
Parents:
Sixth grade is a time of great transition, and I hope we can work together to make your child’s experience a positive one.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Please sign and return the bottom portion of this paper to Mrs. Haeberle by ___________.  [image: image4.png]



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have received the language arts requirements and expectations.
________________________________        _____

________________________________
Student’s Signature
                      Period

          Parent/Guardian’s Signature
Please print last name of student: _________________________________________
